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The reality of tourism 

in GCC

Scale (1-7), where 1 = worst and 7 = best
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3- Source: Henley Passport Index (cumulative until 10 September 2024) 

27 September 2024 

The pursuit of peace is an enduring goal, and tourism 

has become more important than ever in advancing 

this objective. Tourism can play a vital role in 

promoting peace and understanding between nations 

and cultures, while supporting reconciliation efforts. 

It is not only an economic driver but also a tool for 

fostering international understanding, cultural 

exchange, and global peace.

(Growth in the number of tourist 

arrivals in 2023 compared to 2019) 
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Data for the UAE and Kuwait for the year 2023 is not available

(1)
The overall performance of GCC in spending by international visitors and its 

expectations, 2023

Total spending by 

international visitors 

coming to GCC

135.5 (billion US 

dollars)
The percentage of increase 

in spending by international 

visitors coming to GCC in 

2023 compared to 2019 

28.9%

Total spending by 

international visitors coming 

to GCC, expected in 2034

223.7 billion US 

dollars
The contribution of 

incoming visitors’ spending 

of the total exports, 

expected in 2034

13.4%

Regional ranking in the security and safety 
indicator (Compared to 14 countries) 6.78
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All GCC countries exceed 

the regional average 5.86
Average 

Regional

Progress made in the performance of the GCC countries in the indicator of Safety and Security at 

the level of the Middle East and North Africa region, 2024 (2)

All GCC countries

It ranked in the top 6 
for passport strength 

in the Arab region

Henley Passport Index indicates the number 

of countries to which the passport allows 

citizens of the GCC  countries to access 

without a prior visa around the world out of 

199 passports and 227 different travel 

destinations, cumulative until September 10, 

2024 

Progress made on the passport strength index for citizens of GCC countries 
(3)
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2- Source: International Travel and Tourism Index, 20241- Source: World Travel and Tourism Forum (WTTC)
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